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TheTroubles of aModern"Messiah

One Widely-Acclaimed Holy Man Refuses to Play the Part
- Any Longer and Another, Who Hasn’t Spoken a Word
in Eight Years, Still Declines to Give the World

His Promised Message

Encampmuent of a Thousand Misciples of the Young Indian “*Messiuh,” Krishna-
nuurti, in the Hills Near Lus Angeles During a Cungress of His Followers,

ORE than eight vears ago Shri Meher Raba, a holy man nf India, an-
M nounced that he had an inspired message that would straighten out all the
world’s troubles.

Crowds dropped work and hurried to hear the good news. But the Baha
would not tell them and never has ta this day. Por fear a crumb of wisdom
might fall from his lips he has only communicated with his adoring followers by
sign language and oceasionally, when this was not sufficient, spelling out a sen-

tence by pointing to an alphabet boeard.

Naturally there was disappointment
when the erowd had to go home Lo iis
unsalved troubles no wiser than it left.
A few irreverent persons valled the
Laly man a praciical joker, comparing
hiz promising a message of salvation
and then shutting up, to a person why
threatens tn sneeze but doesn’t do it.
A sneeze or 4 message that had heen
fuppressed mearly nine years would
have to be pretty good when it did ex-
plode, in order to justify such awful
EUspense.

But that shaws how little they know
about the traps and problems ihat be-
+el lhe path of one of these modem
messiahs, such as Jeddu Krishnamurti
and Mahatma Gundhi. By simply
keeping his mouth shul, ihe Baba haus
avoided all those trouhles and built up
a large Iollowing all over the world, in-
cluding the wealthy Princess Norma
Matchahbelli, who has given op her.
worldly life to spend her fortune and
time waiting on the silenl megsiah by
inches, in the picus hope that che wil-l
be there to take down the messagen
when the “enlightened one” finally de-
cides to let go of jt.

Recently Mcher Baba toured the
United States, visiting, among other
places, Chicago and drawing greater
crowds than the most learned lecturer,
all in the hope that he might e moved
ln reveal the zecret that all the human
rare is waiting to hear. Bat the mo-
ment was still net quite propilious
and he went hack 1a Engzland, with 1he
recrel hidden in his swarlhy chest.

This messageless messiah wha hag
contributed in return fur hiz keep anid
worship not a :ingle bit of material
lahor or exprec.ed Thaught, mnrr-]\:
:cil.-' and thinkr. He is an uvnpsnalle
impresgive zitter and thinker brcaysze ]1;1
happens to resemble Prof. F
elein, whe alza =its and think-.
But Prof. Einslein, in order to
become a celebrity, had to say
something, ’

The Baba i= mnch hetter off
today than the other massiah,
Krizhnamurti, who alz:o comes
fram India, like most meecinhs
of the present. Why  lhese
meesage  hearers,  wogis, mahotmas,
bubas (enlightened oncsy shoald come
from the most unenlightened, bhack-
ward, hungry, poverty-stricken, siekly
and penerally unhappy large eounlry
of the plohe ic ome af those accelt thing:
1hal have not yet heon revealed,

Probubly nn me<:iah, since Lha iden
fir:L started in Fuypt, nearly 0500
veurs aga, ever had sarh a pond flart
as that of Krithnimurli, who was dis-
ravered and vouched for by the lale
Annie Besant, International Prosidont
uf the Theosophical Soviely, ws the
e sueeessor not only of Buddha: and
ather celebrated messiahs hut even of
e Chriatian Saviour Himeelf, He was
the son of a pative Indian mugistrate,
vaung, good-looking. educaled, intelli-
cent and of flawless maral brehavior
Alse he seem: Lo have heen perfecily
sincere, with no notions thal he was a
mesgiah until that Tamaus wontn so
informed_him.  Mrs. Besant felt. that
a messioh was overdee, and, lnoking
around, her occull senses (old her that
this ntliractive, 1nth=sl hoy wax e
vehiele through which the divine mos-
sagr was te come.

When the news was Tlashed to all
countries il created a sensnlion, hut
though there waa some dissension at
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The Princess Matehahelti, Who Gave Up Home
and Career 10 Hecome o Devored Follower
of Mcher Baha.

first amang the milliens of The-
osaphi:ts, the (remendous influence of
their leader cuuzed the preat majority
16 accepl the youth at her nwn valua-
tlan. A preat international organiza-
tian, “The Order of the Star,” wag
formed, with Krishnamwiti as i< head,
to receive and spreadl the new goepel,
The sincerity of the members is proved
by the way funds poured in.  These
allawed Che boy to travel around Lhe
world in slate like a prince, Though
okl-=tyle mesvjah: had Lo go il mastly
barefoot and hegging their way.

Il; Auslrablia, a2 huge  econcrete
stadium wae buill agpocially to hear
and cre him.  They showered wealth
on kim in Ui farm of real estate in
variaus parte of the warld ineluding
the (;:I.'-_l]r.‘ Lerde, in Ommen, Holtand,
In Paris he sitracted a lnrger and
more impo:ing gathering of wealthy
£ociely wamen Lhan probahly would
huye: turned out for any olher foreign-
or exeept Lindhergh,  Col. Lindbergh
had 10 vick his life {0 become known,
but K riehnmnurts merely hud Lo Lrnvel
araund in lusury, nnds while waiting
far the message In come, make a fow
very sinple arddresses Lo hix followngg,
It teemed about uk onsy wnd sbecoss-

ful a career as could be imagined but
those addresses were finally his undo-
ing.

They were harmless platitudes at
first and certainly not inspired. Also he
was carefully pratected from newspa-
per interviewers who sometimes have a
shameless hahit nf asking embarrassing
yuestions. But his own followers asked
Tor help in their own simple problems.
It seemed to them and to him that this
conzecrated vesscl of wisdam ought Lo
have gome ideas of his own.

Being a censcientious young man,
Krishnamurti tricd to make goad,
studying the sages of the past and re-
peating  their messages in modern
terms. 'But to his dismay, the eriticism
Was:

“0ld stuff! That's no message.”

Even such time-honored adviee as
Lty make lang fasts 1o ald clear think-
ing hrought eriticism.  Scientists had
rxperimented with fasts and found that
far from aiding elear thought Lher
made it almost imposzible.  Actual
Lests have proverd Lhat long fasls tend
to rause hallucinntinns, weakening and
upsetting the hrain as much as the
museles and organs.

FFasling  Lhoughts  are  half-crazy
thoughts.  The way Lo think slraight
is tn have a gaod might's «lerp, a light
hreakfast and a good cup of colfep,
Then if a perzon has any brains he
van use them Lo advanlage. I'ress and
letters told him thal it was noi only
an old idea hut a paor iden. One day

he had an inspiration, at leasl the
iley, was his very ewn and not copicd
fram any previous messinh.  He snid:

“Live splendidly!™

That ia the way nincty-nine out of
evory hundred people would like 10 live
if Lthey had the money lo manage ii.
Pul virtually all previous meaviihs, in
goad standing, hod preached just the
oppasite.  They exhoried everyone 1o
live as floventy, shabhily nnd hungrily
ue possible, samo even considering dirt
a positive virtue.  So Lhere wag an-
nther indignant &borm of prolesl. Kven
thoke whe were frank Lo admil sym-
pathy with the iden snid the ndviee wig
ne gogd hecause he did nol lell them

Jeddu Krishnamurii, a “Messiah™ Appoinied by the Late Annie Besant,
the Head of the Theosophists of the Warld.

how to get the money on which
to live splendidly. Had he heen
able to tell them that he might
have been a very popular and suc-
cessful messiah.

Some were unkind enough to
point out that Jeddu was living
eplendidly on the gifts of nthers.
Being a sincere yvoung man, anx-
ious to be a good sort of mes-
#iah, he promptly handed back all
his wealth but still persisted in
wearing well-ent Enropean relothes,
playing tennis and attending after-
noon teas. Tea and tennis are not
cxactly sinful ner is admilting a
kecen interest in baseball, but some-
how they did not seem fitting in a
‘massiah. -

His was a thorny path. Though
Krishnamurti had been pursued by
many of the world's most successlul
vamps, eager for the notoriety of an
affair with the eminent young saint,
there had never heen a breath of sean-
dal ubout him. However, even the haest
veung man is expecled to fall in lave
wilh same niee girl and want Lo marry
her.  This happrned to the messiah,
who fell in love with Miss Helen F.
Iinothe of Ridgewond, New Jersey. The
Invee wae reciprocaled bul the maich
was hroken nff iy Lhe indamilable will
of Dr. Beeant whao convineerd Krishna-
murlj thal marriages and messages are
incompalible.

Devoling himsell to strictly spiritual
mallers again, Krishnamurli sirove lo
inerease the membership of his organ-
izalion in  Furope. Among  other
things he avdered his followers to make
the #ign of the cross. This woy an nx-
cellent iden in gelting members where
Chrinl‘.innili predominates and was ap-
proved hy his Christian following, Rut
im India Lthe Iindu members opposed
it vrhemently,

Tn disgust the messiah dishnnded the
arganizution aaving Lhal his mrersnge
wiis for the whols humnn rnee and nn
saclety or ereed. Tlo was new free
from his aociety, his worldly posses-
sions and moon hroke away from hly
sponeor and discoverer.  Tn 1931 he
lurned up o1 Loz Angeles, unan-
nounced, and when diseovered hy the
presw, slated that hik inlerviews would
na longer he “stnged.”  Tle aald thad,

@ 1713, by Amrrican \WWarkly, Ine, tireat Nrltaln TUghls Ileaerred.

The Late D, Annie Besant. Who Picked

Ol Young Krishoamurli ad  Siortedd

Himi om His Career ax o “Messiah,”
Which He ITns Now Abanidoned,

Dr. Besant had dramatized him and
theesophy (hough probally uncon-
sciously,

Whether epnseionsly or not, it sheuld
be said in Dr. Besant's defenze thal
ne messiah eould he put over with the
publie unless staged, dvamatized and
given  plenty ol “almesphere and
scenery.” For insiance  Mahatma
Gandhi, thonugh preaching the simple
and incoaspleunns 1ife, dramatized him-
sell in the mosl startling mamner pos-
sihble the lasl Lime he went Lo [ondon.
Hael he really wished to he simple and
incanspicunus ho would have woern con-
ventional clothing, instead of that
hreech vloul which made him more #on-
spicusus than would ten brass hands
and i Lroop of cavalry.

Krighnamurti, free to be himsell,
rapidly destroyed all the glamour that
hadl surronnded him.  Ile said:

“T am no actor. 1 have refused {o
weir the robes of s messinh.

“PThey enlled me the Christ, Tl
Christ is potentinl in wll ol us”

By these pliin, honest stnlements,
Krishnamurti slepped down from the
divine pedesin] an which Dr. Besant
had placed him, 1o the ranka of or-
dinury peaple, where hr was just a
niee, sincere bay, whe had traveled o
iot.  Sinee (he depression, people were
lens intercated in spirilunl values than
in cosh values, leaw in future enjoy-
ment than in preseni employment. Thir
hoy Acemed Lo hnve no message on
thoke questions.  Men lost Interest and
nnow Lthal he had given u? hath his
waorldly property and his divinily, so
did the women. Mra, Resanl died bul
hefore. that he had drepped oul of
aight.,

Pyata ireTiin

Shei Mehor Baha, a Haly Man of India,
IFheo Swys He Can Wark AMlirarles and
Has o “Maosgape” for Menkind, He Has
Nat Spoken a Ward for Fight Years and
Now and Then dusiwers « (ucation by
Spelling It dur Wih Hix Fingers on
an Alphahet fToard,

The ather day the ex-messiah turned
up as the guest of Lady Lutyens in her
English counlry home where he had
once before visited, at the height of his
splendar, but now he was {rankly down
ungd eul financially.

“I am just living,” he said. “I'm a
hegpar now. 1 raam from country to
country, living first with one old
{riend and then another. I have neo
hame, no property nor meney in the
hank.

“T could have been a rich man, For
years people showered money offers
on me. Desides a magnificent eastle
in Holland, with 500 acres of pardens,
I was offerrd $10,000 a week by Hol-
Iywaed film interests and Lhoy were
eager to build a heruliful temple for
me. I was maturing then and did not
know guite what Lo think of those
Lhings. But when I lound wemen ac-
tually worshiping my picture, T knew
that il was all wrong."”

While shouling evangelists have
marle themselves rich, this young man
hag pauperized himsell bovause his con-
seienee wauld pot prrmit him to aceept
wealth and worship.  Meanwhile Shri
Meher Baba, whom the irreverent call
“the dumb Einslcin,” is not so dumb
practicallv. He still sils silontly think-
ing, but he “sits pretty.” He has never
enjoyed the dizzy heights to which his
brother messiah reachrd, hut he has
never fallen  from  them.
hothers him because he v
nobody eriticizes his me
nobaody knows what it is.
cvervihing he wanls, withoul work, in-
cluding the perpeiual serviee and ad-
pration of a weallhy Drincess whq is
hersell & remarkable  paychological
phenomenon. .

This beautiful woman was lending a
gorgeous, worldly life as Lhe wile of
Dyince Gearges Matchabelli from Lhe
sami Georgia whence eame the Mdi-
vanis, The Drincess Malehabelli, who
had bren the Ttalian aclress Maria Cae-
mina, wits delighted with her Litle unlil
she relurned Lo the nlage Lo play the
Midonna in Neinhardt's “The Mivncle,”
and “gol religion.”  She never gol over
it und beenme a [ellower of Messiah
Meher Baba, .

She was divorend from the Princo
not long age, and he wns quoled us
snying:

“When the Trincesz  thought she
would cnter inte this rohg]inn n{ Baha
we decided she should go her way and
But we are are still

T ahou!ld go mine.
kond (rirnds’ .
To some people the Princess’s chojee
soems o wrelehed and humiliating life,
[tat if by ehunee the Naba really hag an
impertant, message oned_dnes not pro-
erastinnle delivering it until  denih
silences him permanently, the Princeas
will be forover famans and hely in
gacredd  hintory, long afler the last
Gearginn prineeling In fergollen,



