Garrett Fort's Dramatic Escape from
the Appalling Effects of Monsters
He Created for the Movies

By Marjorie Driscoll

True! nervous—very, very dread-
fully nervous I had heen . .. I heard
2i! things in ihe heaven and in the
earth. I heard many things in hell.
—EDGAR ALLAN POW, in “The
Telllale lleart.”

Y ARRETT FORT, 37, chief "hor-
ror expert” of Hpllywood writers,
wos nervous: drendfully sa

An outstnoding memuber of the West
Coast's movie colany, for several years
Fart had devoted all his workipg time
to devising and adnpting storles ot
mystery and ferror for the screen.

He had uttelped the peak of his
professlan. But nt a wrenching cost.
In troubled sleep his eeric braio chii-
dren still pursded him. The wreith of
Dracuia 1nvaded his dreams. Franken-
steln's monster iormentingly maostered
his reverles.

Fort felt he was obn Llbhe verge of
seme appalling, 1 namcless, calamity.
Psychle? Or physical? He waso't sure.
Bul franktly he was afraid.

Ip Itke plight, most men would have
dooe onp of two thiogs: coosulled a
nerye apecialist and retired for six
monlhs to & senitarium, or tried to
face the frigntful music, wlth collspse
inevitable.

Fort Jid oeither, losiend, he [eft
Log Angeles quickly and quietly, hls
degtination a sSecrat to even  close
frlends. INow, afier a lapse of appre-
clable lime, comes the startling and
gratifylng news thet the troubled ace-
scenarlst bas reached surcease from
the hideous apprehenslans that were
hounding him. Io his nwn phruse; “J
bave found peace—with a God-man."

Garrett Fort, whes2 Glm  “treats
ments” aof “Dracolr’s  Davghter,”
“PFraphensteln,"” “The Sulclds Club™
gnd "The Invisible Men" relsed pnl-
versal hair and curdled the blaod of all
beholders, I3, today, lo londla,

" In a stainlessly white temple, set
gh In lpe hills al Naslk, tbe ex-
sophlsticate and Culitornia babspat-
haunter sits tranqullly al the Feet of
a famed Hindy mystic. To jolg the 1it-
tle kpown but Iotegrally puwerful col-
any of mystical Shri Meher Eaba, Fart
fled from a Western world where
wealth ancd merriment dance [rantlcal-
1y logether.

He Is content-—as cantent gs athber
membars of the Baba's group. The
identlties of most pf these men and
women are rigldly withheld from the
public; exploitation, the mere thought
ol the sllghtest notariety, would shoek
and revolt the Brba end his followera.

It would strike ot the very key-
stone of thelr pblloscphy: Thought
cap accormplish anytliing, everything,
he it good or bad; speech (5 a guper-
Autty.

In proof of this crede, the Baha
fairly recently began to practise defi-
pltely and impressively wbat he al-
ways hus preached. Three years ago,
Shrl Meher pald & casunl vigit to Hpl-
lywoad. He bed made this “pllgrim-
age” becowse, lLe sald, he had heerd
from muthentic sources that life (n the
cinema cltedel was compaunded of
meny diverse elements, same practi-
cal, others nf deep psychic imporl apd
vceult significance,

It so happened tuab st the time of
Lls California heglrs, the Baba was
immersed fn r greot sileuce. He had
taken the solemneat nf vows-—la him-
self—thal he would nat apen his lips
in bumap speech for eight years.

And it was at this time lhat e and
Fort met at the home of 4 comman
friend, Ralf Passer, who, lke Fart,
ﬂwrM a concoctor af fantasies for the

ma,

Posser and by lustrously lovely
wife, Marlog, Lad Beep converted to

the esoter{c bellefs of the Baba {or
same Hme. They were proud gnd
glad to be the means by whigh the
troubled soul of thelr eolleague
and pul could seek peace im the
Baba's soclety.,

But they didn't imaglne then
thot Faort would instantly listen to
the call of the Fasl: ot once for-
sake his old, time-henored haunls
on the West Coast for the splritual
jays ewaiting hirn o Todin

They, lilke all Garrell's friends,
were puzzled when ha suddenly
dlaappeared from thelr midst. Va-
Tious rumora began to form and
float abont.

It was sald that the writer had
(1) sought seclusion to devote hin
whale lime to Teeearch on scme
gew occuit pholopley ides; (2)
thal he had returned to New York
ta write m hook deellng with vam-
pires, demonology and the cel-
ebration of the Witches' Sab-
bath, 85 ckronlcled in the
Broucken serns of Goethe's
“"Faust,” or (3! had rctired
from the world of shem and tin-
sel to give his remaining years
to boly meditation,

The last-named surmise
proved to be correct. But the
fact wos pot fully eatabl{shed

111 Fort wrote the FPassera & Tetter,
expialnlng hls actlpne and outliniog
hly future plans.

“I becume deeply engrosaed ip the
great mystic's pawer-ci-thoughl phil-
sssphy from the mpmeot I mel Lim
at your home," wrate Fort He went
ot Lo emphodlze the hours he hed
spent apeaking to the Orfentu! mystic
with the bushy Oair and lhe weipdly
compelling eyes.

d@hri bleher topoit wo actual wvaeal
part lo these “conversolions,” Garretk
Lol hls friends. [nstesd, sluce bis
“relgn of stience” was still operative,
the Babka “rapited" to questlone by
spelllng out hin answers in c¢halk on
B partabla blackbonrd.

These apswers gave the dream-
wrocked scenarist ptenty to ponder.
And uside from the lmagery prescoled
by the Baba's undovbled intellect,
Lhere was the guestion of bis etanding
in the different comupunities he had
viglted,

Everywhere, slmply as a buman
velog, he had mads the most affeating

ang) durable friepdships. People of all
ranks "toplt to” the taclturn Hinda
inmtantly, and thelr liking for him
Tasted.

Aracng Lis inlimates and essociates,
for n long time now, has heen Marla
Carmal, the waorld-celebrated Nub {n
Max Helnhardt's epecteenfar stage
pagednt, “The Mliracle,”" known In prl-
vate llfe a# the Prinuess Matchabelll,

But it wasn't only the famaua and
poclally Impartant who [ormed g fond-
peps for the Baba Quite slmple soula
—luborers {n ordinary jubs—were lr-
renlet|bly drawn taward him,

Shrt Meher had already taken hin
path of milence when be teft the land
of hle birth 1o 1034. Qn bie world tour
up word escaptd those gacatic [ps,
When officlels at varlows perls pep-
pered him with persocnal questions, he
stayed speechiess. When woujd-be |n-
terviewers scught him out tn estab-
lish his reacticns Lo thia or that event,
his Impraselons were logked o hig in-
dcrutable brenst, Always the DBaba's
rmile was ncrens with an othar-warld-
ly quality that both =z2mazed agd
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aoothed. Always he gestured hla de-
voted secretary Lo give out auch- ip-
farmniinn ai might be thought nec-
cusary lor public and press.

Naturally such a personallty wos
boune tn |eave Its imprint on Hally.
wood. Bul no one could have forcaecn
that, amang the Callfornla converta tn
anrl Meher's placld Inith would be—
Garrett Fart!

For [Fart wag, or scrmed, at the
other end of the paychle and esoteric
scale from the Baba. Fort, like kls new
_master, ind thought deeply nn many
mattera. But they were dark, dire
thlngs, lit up hy the red glare fram
the lmagluation’s most sinlster gults,

In his work as screeu addpter for
such pawerbul fictlobiate as Poe, Rob-
ert Louls Blevenson, Bremn Btuker and
uther practitipners of the macabre and
[ethal Ilterary arts, Fart had exparl-
enced all the soul tremors of such au-
thors' keraek.

He had upderpone the prinding for-
menis of Dr. Jekyll as he turned inkp
the hideous dMr, Hyde. He bod wrlthed
fp the frantle self-reproaches of the
anpulafied Rederlel Usher. He had
known haw the Monster of Mary Shel-
ley's fancy felt when Aret he tpsted
great power, and bead drunk the hlaod
of Count Dracula’s vlctims-Agura-
iyely

'These wcute wgonlen of ¢reation In
Mitog sbock updn sbock and thAl

Features Syndicats, ine.

DISCIPLER
Ahnve: Followern of 8hri Mehor Babn Gathered Around Hlm. Lofi: Marina Passer, of
Hollywoad, YWho, with Her Husband, Was Kesponsibie for Converting Fort to ths Cult.

HE FOOND PEAUE FROM TIIERE
Thess Charneders in Horror Btorles of Poe, Stoker and Mary Shelley,
VWhich He Brought to iite for the Movies, Decarno So [teal to Gurrett
¥Fart (Lefl), Scenarlul, That He Fled to tha Temple of a Htndu Myutle,

High In the Himalsyus, to Find Foace of BInd.

upoa thrill which the master-scennrlat
underwent were, of couree, impercep-
linla ta spectators of bie horroy-
movies, Fram Llbelr viewpolut, ostur-
ally, the mere gruesome the epectacles
he evolved, the kesner thelr laterest
in the theatar.

Naiklog dellghts the thrill-addiet
more thap & good rousipg feast of
sufferlng, cruelty, revenge and Te-
mprae. Tha! wes why ""Frankensteln,”
with ita plled-up woes, waa auch a T8-
aonani gmash at box-nifcen,

When the Inventor (Colla Clivel
concocied his monstrous cifgy (Boris
Karioffl and the lalter terrorized tha
earnlryslde and comrultled & pecullar-
Iy flecdleh murder, the Frankenstein
fans were thrilled und charmed,

When (jpupt Drocula's daughter
(3lprla Holden) maved ihe soul of her
dead, weird father hy fair and foul
means, there was applausa, When the
wicked president of tbe Suiclde Club
(Reginald Owen} menaced the lves
and love of Roszltnd Buzsell and
Rabert Maptgomery, ibey were ap-
palted—end entertplned.

And when Claude Ralns as the In-
visible Mrp wrought bavos In an
English  vlllege and tnally dled,
visibly, ln the snow, Lhe actér's repu-
tation waas securely estabjlshed,

But afier be bad tossed manuseript
after brilliant maguscript at ihe
Hollywood producers and all had been
directed and relensed to salvor of ap-

preciation, Garrett Fort began to
pay the priqs, .

Hightmares pursued him Ulke
{uferoel hounds from the bot-
tomless plt. Fvep his -daylit
houra were Mricken throuy
wilh dreadful dreams, T

Now, happily, lhose dismal
days and nights are past. Garrett
Fort aits {n hls whits temple
high on the Nasik hills, deditat.
Ing, drenming, upeculating
thinking the higher thoughts. .

One of hupdreds of similar
pligrima to tha shrine of #Shri
Mcher Baba, o I[ndis, Fort hes
found him hayen from tha warld.
o has schieved peace with the
silent help of bla "God-man.” .

SILENT )
Shri Meher Babs Vowsd He Wonlén't
Eay & Word While Ha Was Visiting the
Onited Bigtes, When This Photo Was
Taken, and Followers Nald He Did Not.
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